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2014 oyster season  
May 5 through June 23 and  
September 1 through December 31, 2014 
Quota: 12,245 bushels 

DNREC 





DE CIB 



Shellfish Field Research, Demonstration & Restoration 1998-2015 

2001 & 04      Shellfish pathogen surveys   

Year     

1998 - 01        Characterize Seasonal growth & survival 

2002 - 03                 L. Assawoman Bay shellfish stock assessment 

2001 - 06         Establish & monitor a pilot scale oyster reef  

2005 - 2013     IB Oyster Habitat/Restoration Research 

2003 - 2015     Oyster gardening program  





Current Status of Shellfish Industry  
Development in Delaware 

 

   Broad representation (private and public) 
   Coastal Marine Spatial Planning  
   Review legal/regulatory framework 
   Identify Socio-economic issues  
 

 Consensus and legislative initiative 

Stakeholder Work Group aka CIB “Tiger Team” (2012) 



CIB 2013 
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HB160 “AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 3 AND TITLE 7 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO AQUACULTURE” 

August 28, 2013 



Current Status of Shellfish Industry  
Development in Delaware 

 Administration (applications, fees, enforcement) 
 

 Eligibility and lease approval and denial criteria 
 

 Siting and operations (abandonment, transfer) 
 

 Marking requirements (leases and equipment) 
 

 Vessel inspection and equipment approval 
 

  

Delaware Code Chapter 20 
 

"Shellfish grounds for the purposes of this chapter" means the submerged lands of Delaware’s Inland Bays and their 
tributaries capable of sustaining shellfish under the jurisdiction of the State. 
 

§ 2002. Duties of Department; powers; making and enforcing regulations. 
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 Eligible species and (genetic) stock approval 
  

 Seed importation criteria and bio-security 
  

 Seafood Safety (harvesting, handling, 
transportation, processing, production and sale) 
 

 Protection of wild shellfish resources 

  

Delaware Code Chapter 20 
 

Public Workshops: 1/30 & 2/26/2014 

Public Hearing: 6/21/2014  

Regulations effective: 8/11/2014 
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Source: Zina Hense, DNREC 
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Oysters in our backyard? Not so fast      By Molly Murray, The News October 3, 2014 

Oyster farming industry would harm Inland Bays   Delaware Voice: Steve Callanen 
October 22, 2014 

Residents question aquaculture's economic benefits   By Molly Murray The News 
Journal October 7, 2014 

NIMBY 

Coalitions prepared to fight aquaculture regulations    RACHAEL PACELLA, STAFF 
WRITER December 27, 2014 
“We all believe aquaculture is a great thing, it’s just a bad, bad spot for it.” 
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www.savebeachcove.com 
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www.saveourassawoman.org 
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DE Aquaculture Permitting Currently 
• ACOE PCN (Pre Construction Notification) submitted September 
 
• Subsequent to the regulations becoming effective 

– Some homeowners around the Inland Bays felt the DE APA 
(Administrative procedure Act) process was unfair. 

 
• They voiced their concerns to both DNREC and the Army Corps 

about the program.  Concerns include: 
–  SADA location 
– allowable gear types 
– working hours 
– Marking requirements 
– Limiting shellfish aquaculture in certain bay(s). 
– Etc. 

Zina Hense December 3, 2014 



Army Corps Process 

• Will post a PN (public notice) on their website 
with the proposed permitting. 

• 30 days from the date of posting for comment 
• After that? 

– The Army Corps will render some decision 
• Only 3% of permits are denied outright. 
• May require more time/more information/more public 

process/additional studies/some adjustments to the 
program 

– Based in part on comments received during the public notice, and 
comments from the other agencies 

 
Zina Hense December 3, 2014 



Steps to Securing a Lease 
(based on the assumption of USACE permitting going through as requested) 

• DNREC DFW will receive in-SADA permitting from 
Army Corps. 

• DFW will announce when initial lottery/leasing 
process to begin 
– Required press release and publication of legal notice 

in 2 newspapers  at least 30 days before.  
• Applicants will be directed as to how to participate.  

• The potential lessee would: 
– Identify bay/approx. area to lease 
– Create business and operations plan 

Zina Hense December 3, 2014 



Securing a Lease Continued 
• Initial Lottery (after initial lottery, leases will be first come/first serve 

basis). 
• Application submitted 

– Application determination:  complete/denied 
• Testing of clam density by Department 

– Applicants in SADA can modify their operations plan and acreage (w/o adding 
acreage and re-submit within a year if initial requested acreage is determined 
to have an average of 2 or more hard clams per  square yard (2.2/m2) 

• Lease approved/denied 
• USACE permitting 
• Securing performance bond and liability insurance 
• Lease executed 
• Survey of boundaries and marking contracted by lessee or requested of 

Department 
• Begin farming 

 
 

Zina Hense December 3, 2014 



Shellfish Aquaculture in DE 

• Assess time 
frame/locations/poss. 
requests from Corps 
after the Corps decision 

• Time frame as of now? 
– Army Corps PN posting 

expected in near future. 
– Continue to work on 

clam sampling 
methodology and other 
aspects of the program. 
 

Zina Hense December 3, 2014 
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Resources 

http://darc.cms.udel.edu/ibsa 



Current Status of Shellfish Industry  
Development in Delaware 

John W. Ewart, University of Delaware, Lewes, DE 19958  
Phone: (302) 645-4060; E-Mail: ewart@udel.edu 

Inland Bays Shellfish Aquaculture: darc.cms.udel.edu/ibsa/ 

Delaware Estuary Science & Environmental Summit 
Cape May, New Jersey January 25-28, 2015 
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