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HABITAT RESTORATION AND COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

• Established in 1972 

1. Protect the largest 
remaining 
freshwater tidal 
marsh in PA 350 acres 
(~1000 acres)

2. Provide wildlife 
dependent recreation 
opportunities Provide 
environmental 
education.

3. Provide environmental 
education.

JOHN HEINZ NWR 
OVERVIEW
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URBAN PROGRAM – EDUCATE, ENGAGE, CONNECT
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ACCESSIBLE WATERWAYS
FISHING, KAYAKING…
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ACCESSIBLE WATERWAYS
MARSH EDUCATION AND MARSH CLEAN UPS
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HIGHLIGHTED REFUGE SPECIES

• USFWS At-Risk Species

• Tidewater Mucket

• Green Floater

• Brook Floater

• Yellow Lampmussel

• State Listed Species

• Southern Leopard Frog

• Northern Red Bellied Cooter
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FLOODING AND 
HABITAT 
CHALLENGES
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MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES 
TRASH, INVASIVE SPECIES, FLOODING, SEA LEVEL RISE, & CLIMATE CHANGE
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HABITAT MANAGEMENT GOALS
MORE RESILIENT HABITAT FOR WILDLIFE AND PEOPLE
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ATHOS

• Increase tidal inundation

• Dredge, spoil island

• 55 acres

• Completion likely 2022/2023
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IMPOUNDMENT 
RESTORATION
• Pump Project with Ducks 

Unlimited

• Restore part of 145-acre 
impoundment to tidal marsh

• Increase flood resiliency

• Restores natural hydrology
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SOUTH WILMINGTON WETLAND PROJECT
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QUESTIONS?


