
Connecting Youth to Urban Waterways



Primary audiences: 

families and school groups. 

Nearly 70,000 

visitors in 2019



How did COVID-19 
affect programs? 

• 100+ programs cancelled, 
primarily in the spring.

• Almost no school and 
community programming in 
summer and fall.

• Loss of programming for 
Title 1 schools.

• Loss of audience at a critical 
time. 



Building Closure 
eliminated many 
resources

• Adapting to new program 
format without use of the 
Museum building.  

• New staff had to design 
programs without knowledge 
of the building or physical 
resources.  



Adapting through 
technology

• Designing programs 
using new interactive 
touch wall in the 
Nature Nook.

• Camps, school and 
community programs, 
informal education, 
story times, and animal 
interactions are virtual. 



Regaining Community 
Impact  

Grant funding for 2020-2021 

to develop programming
• More than $40,000 from anonymous 

funder for programming for Title 1 

schools.

• $20,000 from DuPont to produce and 

implement a series of STEM-based 

programs for underserved middle 

school audiences.

• Delaware Teen Science Café is 

designed for teens by teens with 

STEAM-related topics.



Focus on waterways and 
human connection

Waterway Rehabilitation

• DuPont-funded programs are career-

based, with the intent of informing 

audiences of possible careers in STEM. 

• One program focuses on the Prime Hook 

marsh restoration project, what was 
done there, and the skills needed and 

used. 

Emphasizing human connection

• Closure (due to COVID and for 
renovation) is opportunity to reevaluate 

educational methods.



One huge asset… our collections!



113,000 Bird specimens

Including 36,000 eggs 2 million mollusks



Scientific Collection – Delaware Shells



• Data can be used by 
anyone around the 
world.

• Databases include:
• InvertEBase.org

• iDigBio.org

• Vertnet.org

Digitization makes 
collections available



Connecting college students and collections

• Gain direct access to scientific 

specimens

• Real world research experience 

• DMNH & Widener University 

partnership led to BCEEnet

• BCEEnet reaching students 

nationwide thanks to National 

Science Foundation grants.



Bringing collections to the community

Traveling science kits 

(C&D Canal Fossils)

Ambassador Animals



What’s happening in 2021?





Reimagining to become an 
interactive, ecosystem-based, 
engaging experience.



• Bald Cypress Swamp

• Salt Marsh

• Coastal Dunes

• Delaware Bay

• Temperate Forest

Delaware Regional Journey Gallery



Future Exhibit – Delaware Bay 



Including the skull from the DE humpback whale



Incorporating whale skull into Museum updates



Thank you!
Brendan Pronteau
School & Community Programs Coordinator

bpronteau@delmnh.org

Cathy Perrotto
Public Engagement Manager

cperrotto@delmnh.org
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