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Red Trillium (Trillium erectum) getting ready to bloom in spring; Newark, Delaware. (Photo: Sarah Bouboulis)

Springtime in the Estuary

The first signs of spring seem to entice nearly all of our senses at once! With the sounds
of spring peepers and mockingbirds, the smell of earth after a spring rain, and all the new
green we see everywhere, it feels like we get a fresh start every year!

Spring is the best time to bring back Perennial Pages (sorry for the absence!). This issue
will look at some important maintenance tasks to look out for this spring, as well as a first
look at PDE’s new seedling guidebook to help with your weeding woes. Enjoy! 

Moss Phlox (Phlox subulata) an earlier spring bloomer, March 2023, Newark, Delaware. (Photo: Sarah Bouboulis)

Time for Action: Spring 2023

Spring always seems to offer a clean slate, another chance to make our gardens and
habitats the best they can be. Here are a few tips to try to make the best of this fabulous
season:

Clean-up perennials. The Xerces Society, an insect conservation organization,
recommends cutting back last year's herbaceous stems in late March (for our
region), but leaving 6-18 inches behind for insects that utilize them. 

Start weeding. Some weedy and invasive species only make an appearance in
spring (like lesser celandine), so keep an early eye out and you can help control
these spring trouble makers. 

Start planning and shopping. Many plant sales take place in the spring. 

Re-mulch areas as needed. Water any new plantings throughout the spring/summer.


As always, check previous issues of Perennial Pages for even more tips and tricks!

Cover of the “Native Seedlings of the Delaware Estuary” guidebook

The Delaware Estuary Native Seedling Guide

Have you ever been gardening, particularly in early spring, and noticed a small plant you
couldn’t identify? Did you plant it? Is it a weed? Is it a baby from a plant elsewhere in your
garden? How can you know for sure? 

PDE is trying to make this decision making process a little easier. We have published the
“Native Seedlings of the Delaware Estuary.” This guidebook features 50 plus pages of
common native plants used in typical pollinator gardens and rain gardens in the region.
The guide features information on how to identify the plants, large pictures of them as
seedlings or young plants, and what sort of habitats they may prefer. The mission is to
help you figure out what to weed and what to keep! 

We hope to expand the guide in the future. If you have any pictures of seedlings you have
identified and would like them featured in the guidebook, email Sarah Bouboulis at
sbouboulis@delawareestuary.org. 

You can check out the guidebook on our website.

Red maple (Acer rubrum) flowers in March; Newark,

Delaware (Photo: Sarah Bouboulis)

What’s “Up”?
Seasonal Plant Identification

The red maple (Acer rubrum) is one of
the first trees to produce flowers in the
spring. It is a crucial food source for
many insects, birds and mammals. But,
this awesome tree doesn’t stop there.
The value of red maples exists
throughout the year, from their leaves, to
their seeds, to their bark, red maples are
a value to many species! Although not
quite as popular as sugar maple, red
maples can even be tapped for syrup.

Of course, the red maple can grow to be
a huge tree and can live for over 100
years. They thrive in the typical East
Coast climate, and generally do just fine
in most backyard or garden settings.
They provide early spring interest, shade
in the summer, and beautiful fall foliage.
So, if you have room and are
considering a tree for your next planting,
don’t look past the red maple!

Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) with yellow fall foliate

(Flickr: gnomomic)

Space Invaders
Invasive Species Spotlight

The Norway Maple (Acer
platanoides), like the red maple, is a
large deciduous tree. The Norway
maple, if you may have guessed by
the name, is native to Europe and
Western Asia. Norway maples were
brought over from Europe as a shade
tree for lawns and public spaces.
However, they are prolific
reproducers and their seeds can
survive and sprout under a variety of
conditions. They outcompete our
native maples primarily due to the
lack of predators and insects that
consume their foliage and seeds.
Once established, Norway maples
create a dense canopy that prevents
other, often native, species from
germinating.

With so many native species of
maples to plant (red, sugar, and silver
maples are all great!) the planting of
Norway maples should be
discouraged. 

PDE News

The Christina River Clean-up is happening
April 22nd! Volunteer and help clean-up
our waterways!

Thanks to Our Partner

Interested in supporting Perennial
Pages? Contact Sarah Bouboulis to find
out how you can help.

Stay Connected

Your support means so much! Donate
to PDE today.

Donate

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, host of the Delaware Estuary Program,
leads collaborative, science–based efforts to improve the Delaware River and Bay,

which covers portions of Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

Learn more about clean waters, healthy habitats,
and strong communities at www.delawareestuary.org.
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