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Every stream matters when it comes to clean water. 

This is something I’ve always believed. And in my first year as 
chair of the Board of Directors, the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 
(PDE) enlisted photographers across the region to help drive that point home.  

In the spring, PDE launched the Every Stream Matters photo contest. Over 200 
submissions were received from every part of our 7,500 square mile estuary region.  
From those, 12 were chosen as winners in four categories – Splash of Fun, Urban 
Waters, Wild & Scenic, and Schuylkill Shots.

Photographers submitted pictures of birds perching on piers, kids dancing along the 
banks of rivers, and boats bobbing in the bay. One of my personal favorites is a photo 
of the Burlington Bristol Bridge at sunset. This photo was even chosen as the People’s 
Choice Award at the Experience the Estuary Celebration. 

In thinking over my remarks to summarize 2015, this theme and photo contest seemed to 
be the right fit. Everyone needs clean water. To ensure that our children and grandchildren 
have access to clean water, every stream must matter.  

As you will see, 2015 was a great year at PDE. Throughout this report you will see photos 
from the photo contest and from PDE work projects and events. Together, they show the 
Estuary’s beauty today and its hope for tomorrow. Thank you again for all that you do for 
PDE and to make sure that every stream matters!

Joni L. Powell
2015 Board Chair
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Cover photo credits: boy on beach by Jodi Brown, Mennonite women by Elizabeth Wilson,sailboat by Aaron Maffei, kingfisher by Joann Kingsley. Background photo on this page by Carol Brightbill.
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It’s 1996. I’ve been out of college for a few years and am working as a conservation and 
easement planner in the Brandywine River Watershed of the Estuary.  

That year Atlanta hosted the summer Olympics, Prince Charles and Princess Diana 
got divorced, Mad Cow disease hit Britain, and DVDs were invented. It’s also the year 
that the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) was founded and the year the 
Delaware Estuary was recognized by Congress as an estuary of national significance.  

Fast forward 19 years and we’re on the cusp of a hallmark anniversary. In 2016 we’ll 
celebrate our 20th year as a nonprofit organization and National Estuary Program. And 

I can’t help but feel incredibly proud of everything that has been accomplished since 1996. 
Working together with partners in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Philadelphia, and 

the Delaware River Basin, we’ve protected thousands of acres of wetlands 
and forests and kept countless amounts of pollution out of our waters. In the process, we’ve engaged 
millions of people, from teachers and students, to decision-makers at the local, state, and national 
level, and residents from the headwaters of the Schuylkill River Watershed to coastal towns around 
Delaware Bay.

But some of our most important and exciting work is happening today. And none of this work 
would be possible without you – our wonderful supporters! As you read this report, I hope 
you’ll feel proud, knowing that you helped make 2015 a success at PDE, and that you’ll be 
energized for the year ahead celebrating 20 years working to make Every Stream Matter
in the Delaware Estuary. 

Jennifer A. Adkins
Executive Director
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Urban Waters

Splash    Fun

Background photo by Aaron Maffei

Today, over 80% of Americans live in urban areas. Though seemingly far from 
natural spaces, urban communities are full of opportunities for people to connect 
to nature at local parks and waterways.  

In September, thousands flocked to Penn’s Landing and the Fairmount Water Works in Philadelphia for the 
16th Pennsylvania Coast Day Celebration. The Delaware River provided a beautiful vista during a day 
of crafts, learning activities, and much more. Getting people on the water, many for the first 
time, is a primary goal of Coast Day. Hundreds did just that, paddling in kayaks 
and swan boats and riding the RiverLink Ferry and the historic Patriot yacht.  

This summer, 24 teenagers from Camden, NJ and Wilmington, DE hit the streams 
with the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) in search of freshwater mussels 
as part of a job training program. Kids from the Green Jobs Program spent an 
afternoon in the Brandywine Creek in Delaware learning about how freshwater mussels 
clean water. They were trained to search for the burrowing freshwater mussels, which 
live underwater. PDE is a proud participant in this program, which exposes urban 
youth to various environmental experiences and career options.

Children learn about horseshoe crabs at
Pennsylvania Coast Day in Philadelphia.

School kids show off their native plants 
at the Wilmington Earth Day Celebration.

Watershed Workshop Teachers 
 search for macro-invertebrates 
  in Delaware.

Not surprisingly, some of our fondest memories take place outside. The beautiful Delaware Estuary 
provides a playground full of endless possibilities for those both young and old, connecting people 
to nature. In 2015, over 22,000 visited EcoDelaware.com to plan outdoor excursions.

In August, 27 teachers attended the Delaware Estuary Watershed Workshops. During the 
four workshop days, the teachers learned hand-on ways to engage students and bring “estuary 
education” into their classrooms. The workshops were full of fun activities including nature walks, 

dissecting oysters in a lab, and touring local wetland and living shorelines sites. 
These trips enhanced the practical lessons and activities that are designed to be 
easily transitioned to classrooms.  

In April, PDE and the City of Wilmington hosted an Earth Day Celebration 
in downtown Rodney Square. Thousands helped us celebrate the 45th anniversary 
of Earth Day and learned new ways to live an “eco-friendly” lifestyle. The day 
featured native plant giveaways, fun crafts, and a tree planting in honor of Arbor 
Day. Dozens of “green” vendors and exhibitors also helped make the day a success. 

Teenagers in the Green    
Jobs Program find   
freshwater mussels  

in the Brandywine 
Creek in DE.
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The Delaware Estuary contains many wild and scenic 
spaces. While beautiful, these spaces are often the most 
fragile and in need of restoration and scientific study.

This year the Freshwater Mussel Recovery Program moved into southern Delaware, the Schuylkill 
Watershed in PA, and Camden, NJ. Freshwater mussels can live up to 100 years, and each animal can 
filter up to 20 gallons of water a day. Despite their benefits, these animals are threatened by a number 
of factors including dams, stormwater, and poor water quality. While we found some species at most 
sites, we were particularly pleased to find multiple species in tributaries to the Delaware River.  

Marshes are some of the most wild and scenic places in the Estuary. A healthy marsh cleans and 
filters water, provides a home for fish and birds, and protects communities from storms. In 2015 
we gathered data from 42 sites across the estuary as part of the Mid Atlantic Coastal Wetland 
Assessment. Scientists are using these data to figure out which coastal wetlands are unhealthy and 
how restoration may improve them for more fish, cleaner water, and better protection from storms.

Urban Waters

Splash    Fun

Wild   Scenicand

Background photo by Aaron Maffei

Today, over 80% of Americans live in urban areas. Though seemingly far from 
natural spaces, urban communities are full of opportunities for people to connect 
to nature at local parks and waterways.  

In September, thousands flocked to Penn’s Landing and the Fairmount Water Works in Philadelphia for the 
16th Pennsylvania Coast Day Celebration. The Delaware River provided a beautiful vista during a day 
of crafts, learning activities, and much more. Getting people on the water, many for the first 
time, is a primary goal of Coast Day. Hundreds did just that, paddling in kayaks 
and swan boats and riding the RiverLink Ferry and the historic Patriot yacht.  

This summer, 24 teenagers from Camden, NJ and Wilmington, DE hit the streams 
with the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) in search of freshwater mussels
as part of a job training program. Kids from the Green Jobs Program spent an 
afternoon in the Brandywine Creek in Delaware learning about how freshwater mussels
clean water. They were trained to search for the burrowing freshwater mussels, which 
live underwater. PDE is a proud participant in this program, which exposes urban 
youth to various environmental experiences and career options.

Children learn about horseshoe crabs at
Pennsylvania Coast Day in Philadelphia.

School kids show off their native plants 
at the Wilmington Earth Day Celebration.

Watershed Workshop Teachers 
 search for macro-invertebrates 
  in Delaware.

Assessing wetlands in the
Dennis Creek Watershed

in New Jersey.

In May, Schuylkill Scrub 
volunteers picked up trash 
near King of Prussia, PA.

  Students help install a Green Cities,
Clean Waters temporary street

art sticker in Philadelphia.

A student artist shows off her
Green Cities, Clean Waters

art contest award.

Schuylkill Shots

Photo by 
Joann Kingsley

The Schuylkill River is the largest tributary to the Delaware River. This mighty 
river provides drinking water to over 2 million people and is beloved by many for 
the recreational opportunities it provides.

The Schuylkill Scrub is a 3-month long, watershed-wide cleanup. In its 6th year, 
over 29,000 volunteers participated in 1,000 cleanups across the watershed. This 
effort, which works with the Great American Cleanup of Pennsylvania, seeks to prevent 
trash from making its way into our streams and to keep our land litter-free and beautiful. 
Over 1 million pounds of trash was removed from the Schuylkill River Watershed in 
2015 alone.

In 2015, PDE worked with Philadelphia Water on the Green Cities, Clean Waters art contest. Over 1,300 students 
submitted drawings and videos which focused on ways to keep trash out of the water and reduce pollution in Philadelphia.  
Four of the winning drawings were transformed into temporary street art stickers and were placed throughout Philadelphia. 
These stickers will help educate thousands of people about the importance of keeping our cities green and our water clean!

Teenagers in the Green    
Jobs Program find   
freshwater mussels  

in the Brandywine 
Creek in DE.

Assessing reintroduced
freshwater mussels in the

St. Jones River in Delaware.
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  The Delaware Estuary portion of the Delaware River Basin spans 134 miles
  from the head of tide at Trenton, NJ to the mouth of the Delaware Bay.

  An estuary is a tidal waterway where fresh and salt water mix.

Christina River Watershed Cleanup
In April, PDE hosted 73 volunteers at our Christina River 
Watershed Cleanup site on the Wilmington Riverfront. 
Over 23 tons of trash, tires, and recyclables were removed 
from the river that day! 

2

3
Freshwater Mussel 
Recovery Program
In 2015, PDE put electronic tags 
on 90 freshwater mussels in southern 
Delaware. Since 2011, over 1,200 
freshwater mussels have been tagged 
and monitored for their health and 
growth. Over 50 volunteer surveys 
have been completed to identify streams 
where mussels can still be found.
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7
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Delaware River Watershed Initiative
This initiative by the William Penn Foundation focuses on land 
protection and restoration in key areas to improve water quality. 
In parts of the Schuylkill River Watershed and southern New 
Jersey, PDE is working with businesses, farmers, and homeowners 
to protect and conserve water.

Photo by Berks Nature

Living Shorelines
In 2015, PDE enhanced our one-year 
old living shorelines by adding plants 
to help stabilize the installations. 
At the Mispillion River site, we were 
pleased to find that baby oysters have 
begun to attach to our oyster castles.
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Photo by 
Stephanie Rindosh

Photo by Ronald Gough

Rain Garden
In July, a rain garden was planted at W. Reily 
Brown Elementary School to help control excess 
storm water. This outdoor classroom will help 
teach students, teachers, and community members 
how rain gardens can help manage stormwater.
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  The Delaware Estuary portion of the Delaware River Basin spans 134 miles
  from the head of tide at Trenton, NJ to the mouth of the Delaware Bay.

  An estuary is a tidal waterway where fresh and salt water mix.
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Stormwater Tour
Stormwater is the number one source of 

water pollution in the United States.  
The Schuylkill Action Network hosted 
a bus tour of stormwater management 

projects, including rain gardens, buffers, 
and stormwater basins.

Photo by 
Diane Granger

3
Freshwater Mussel 
Recovery Program
In 2015, PDE put electronic tags 
on 90 freshwater mussels in southern 
Delaware. Since 2011, over 1,200 
freshwater mussels have been tagged 
and monitored for their health and 
growth. Over 50 volunteer surveys 
have been completed to identify streams 
where mussels can still be found.
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Experience the Estuary Celebration
Over 325 people joined PDE at our biggest fundraiser of 
the year! Thank you to everyone who came out and enjoyed 
the live music, fresh Delaware Bay oysters, and live and 
silent auctions.
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Spokesdog Competition
In December, a new “spokes-dog” was crowned 
at the Philly Water’s Best Friend competition. 

Look out for our winner, Shorty, who will 
work to end “poo-llution” in the city of 
brotherly love!

Delaware River Watershed Initiative
This initiative by the William Penn Foundation focuses on land 
protection and restoration in key areas to improve water quality. 
In parts of the Schuylkill River Watershed and southern New 
Jersey, PDE is working with businesses, farmers, and homeowners 
to protect and conserve water.

Photo by Berks Nature

Living Shorelines
In 2015, PDE enhanced our one-year 
old living shorelines by adding plants 
to help stabilize the installations. 
At the Mispillion River site, we were 
pleased to find that baby oysters have 
begun to attach to our oyster castles.
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Delaware Estuary Science and 
Environmental Summit

In January, PDE hosted 300 scientists and educators at the 
10th anniversary summit. The 3-day meeting included over 
100 presentations and posters sharing information and updates 

about the status of the Delaware Estuary.
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Rain Garden
In July, a rain garden was planted at W. Reily 
Brown Elementary School to help control excess 
storm water. This outdoor classroom will help 
teach students, teachers, and community members 
how rain gardens can help manage stormwater.



The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary thanks everyone who supported our work over the 
past year with contributions, grants, event sponsorship, cooperative agreements, and donations. 
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2015 Funders, Sponsors, Donorsand

Lifetime Achievement Award  
Congratulations to Dr. Susan S. Kilham who was awarded the 

Delaware Estuary Jonathan Sharp Lifetime Achievement Award at 

the 2015 Delaware Estuary Science and Environmental Summit!
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Removing Trash from the Delaware River 

In August, PDE served as the local partner for a 

Living Lands and Waters cleanup of the Delaware 

River. Thanks to all the cleanup volunteers!

Delaware River Sail 
In September, PDE and 
40 friends set sail on the 
AJ Meerwald tall ship. 
This 1928 restored 
oyster schooner sailed 
up the Delaware River 
outside of Burlington, 
New Jersey. 
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River. Thanks to all the cleanup volunteers!

Delaware River Sail
In September, PDE and 
40 friends set sail on the 
AJ Meerwald tall ship. 
This 1928 restored 
oyster schooner sailed 
up the Delaware River 
outside of Burlington, 
New Jersey. 
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PDE would like to offer our sincere thanks to 

Eric Lienhard, our auctioneer extraordinaire at 

the 2015 Experience the Estuary Celebration.
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Oyster Lift Fund

Thank you to our guests at the

2015 Experience the Estuary 

Celebration for helping us reach

our funding goal for a hydraulic 

lift for our Oyster Shell Recycling

Program. This program will kick 

off in 2016, so stay tuned!

Living Shorelines Castle PDE’s science team and some volunteers ham it up on 

one of the living shorelines oyster castles on a Delaware 

Bay beach.

Photo by The Nature Conservancy New Jersey
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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, a National Estuary Program, 
leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal Delaware 
River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

110 South Poplar Street, Suite 202, Wilmington, DE 19801
(302) 655-4990, ext. 120       www.DelawareEstuary.org
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