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Freshwater Mussel Survey Data Sheets 
 
Section 1: General Information 

Please complete 1 data sheet per location and survey day! 
 

Date: 
 

Number of Participants: 
 

Organization(s) (if applicable): 
 

Names of Participants: 
 
 
 
 

Phone # / E-mail (if we have questions): 
 

Weather (e.g. sun, clouds, wind): 
 

Air Temperature (°F): 

Water Condition (clear, cloudy, mix): 

 
My/our experience mussel surveying is: 
☐ I’m new at this ☐ I’ve done it 2- 5 times  

☐ I dream of mussels I do this so often 

Surveying technique used (Check all that apply): 
☐ Shoreline (on bank)  ☐Wading (in creek)  

☐ Snorkel (underwater) 

 
TIP: Always go upstream: the creek should be running from in front of you to behind you.  This will 
keep the cloudy water you kick up behind you. If safe and possible, try to spend equal time on both 
the sides of the creek and middle. 

 

Section 2: Start Location Information 
*Take a picture of the start point, facing upstream* 

 
Starting time (am/pm): 

Name of Water Body/Creek: 

Description: Are there any nearby landmarks? Please provide names and description to help us find the 
exact location (e.g. roads, bridges, trails, feeder streams, other): 
 
 
 
 

Location Coordinates (if possible) Latitude: Longitude: 

Photo name/number that shows start position: 

Notes: 
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Section 3: End Location Information 
*Take a picture of the ending point, facing upstream* 
 

Ending Time (am/pm): 

Description: Are there any nearby landmarks? Please provide names and description to help us find the 
exact location (e.g. roads, bridges, trails, feeder streams, other): 
 
 
 

Location Coordinates (if possible) Latitude: Longitude: 

Photo name/number that shows ending position:  

 
Deepest part surveyed: 
☐Ankle deep  ☐Knee deep  

☐Above the hips  ☐Stayed out of water 

Average depth of surveyed area: 
☐Ankle deep  ☐Knee deep  

☐Above the hips  ☐Stayed out of water 

Which section(s) of the creek were surveyed?  
(Check all that apply) 
☐Left side ☐Right side ☐Middle  

Describe the slope of the creek banks:  
☐Gradual ☐Sharp 

Did you see any fish or other wildlife? 
Describe if applicable: 
 

Please estimate the length of creek surveyed 
(in feet): 
 

Was anyone else along the creek during the survey?  
☐Yes    ☐No 
If yes, what activities were they engaged in?  

(Check all that apply): 

☐Fishing ☐Canoeing ☐Walking 

☐Driving ☐Swimming ☐Kayaking        

☐Other 

What was along the section you surveyed? 
(Check all that apply) 
☐Homes ☐Lawns  ☐Forest  

☐Park   ☐Industry   
Or Describe: 

 
 

Section 4: General Survey Results 
(A specimen is defined as 1 live mussel, 1 individual valve, or 2 valves attached at the hinge.) 
 

Were any mussel specimens found? 
☐ Mussel specimens not found  

☐ Mussel specimens found! 

Did you find any non-native clams?  
(Asian clam, Rangia clam) 
☐ No ☐ Yes 

How many total specimens did you find? 
☐ 0 specimens    ☐ 5 or fewer specimens  

☐ 6-20 specimens ☐ More than 20 specimens 

How were the LIVE mussels spaced in the creek? 
☐No LIVE mussels found  

☐Densely clumped 

☐Patchy and spread out 

☐Patchy in some areas; Dense in others 

Notes: 
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Section 5: Individual Mussel Specimen Data 
If you found any mussel specimens, please record up to 4 of your most interesting finds! 
 

Mussel Specimen #1   

Describe the creek’s depth where specimen was found: 
☐Ankle deep  ☐Knee deep 

☐Above the hips  ☐Stayed out of water 

Where was the specimen found: 
☐Bank (out of water) ☐Sides of creek 

☐Middle of creek 

Describe the creek’s bottom (Check all that apply): 
☐Mud  ☐Silt  ☐Sand  

☐Pebbles ☐Rocks  ☐Boulders 

Describe the specimen found: 
☐LIVE mussel ☐Single shell  

☐Two shells attached at hinge 

Describe the exterior color of the shell (Check all that apply): 
☐Green/Olive  ☐Yellow ☐Tan     

☐Brown  ☐ Red  ☐ Black     

☐Nacre/Pearl exposed 

Describe the shape of the shell: 
☐Elongate ☐Subtrapezoidal 

☐Ovate  ☐Subovate  

☐Broken shell 

What mussel species can the shell possibly be from? (Check all that apply): 
(The mussel field guide can help with identification!) 

☐Brook Floater  ☐Eastern Pearlshell  ☐Triangle Floater ☐Creeper 

☐Eastern Pondmussel ☐Yellow Lampmussel  ☐Eastern Elliptio  ☐Green Floater 

☐Eastern Floater  ☐Tidewater Mucket  ☐Eastern Lampmussel 

Location Coordinates (if possible) Latitude: Longitude: 

Picture of shell(s) found? ☐Yes    ☐No     If yes, photo file name/number: 

Notes: 
 
 

Mussel Specimen #2  

Describe the creek’s depth where specimen was found: 
☐Ankle deep  ☐Knee deep 

☐Above the hips  ☐Stayed out of water 

Where was the specimen found: 
☐Bank (out of water) ☐Sides of creek 

☐Middle of creek 

Describe the creek’s bottom (Check all that apply): 
☐Mud  ☐Silt  ☐Sand  

☐Pebbles ☐Rocks  ☐Boulders 

Describe the specimen found: 
☐LIVE mussel ☐Single shell  

☐Two shells attached at hinge 

Describe the exterior color of the shell (Check all that apply): 
☐Green/Olive  ☐Yellow ☐Tan     

☐Brown  ☐ Red  ☐ Black     

☐Nacre/Pearl exposed 

Describe the shape of the shell: 
☐Elongate ☐Subtrapezoidal 

☐Ovate  ☐Subovate  

☐Broken shell 

What mussel species can the shell possibly be from? (Check all that apply): 
(The mussel field guide can help with identification!) 

☐Brook Floater  ☐Eastern Pearlshell  ☐Triangle Floater ☐Creeper 

☐Eastern Pondmussel ☐Yellow Lampmussel  ☐Eastern Elliptio  ☐Green Floater 

☐Eastern Floater  ☐Tidewater Mucket  ☐Eastern Lampmussel 

Location Coordinates (if possible) Latitude: Longitude: 

Picture of shell(s) found? ☐Yes    ☐No     If yes, photo file name/number: 

Notes: 
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Mussel Specimen #3  

Describe the creek’s depth where specimen was found: 
☐Ankle deep  ☐Knee deep 

☐Above the hips  ☐Stayed out of water 

Where was the specimen found: 
☐Bank (out of water) ☐Sides of creek 

☐Middle of creek 

Describe the creek’s bottom (Check all that apply): 
☐Mud  ☐Silt  ☐Sand  

☐Pebbles ☐Rocks  ☐Boulders 

Describe the specimen found: 
☐LIVE mussel ☐Single shell  

☐Two shells attached at hinge 

Describe the exterior color of the shell (Check all that apply): 
☐Green/Olive  ☐Yellow ☐Tan     

☐Brown  ☐ Red  ☐ Black     

☐Nacre/Pearl exposed 

Describe the shape of the shell: 
☐Elongate ☐Subtrapezoidal 

☐Ovate  ☐Subovate  

☐Broken shell 

What mussel species can the shell possibly be from? (Check all that apply): 
(The mussel field guide can help with identification!) 

☐Brook Floater  ☐Eastern Pearlshell  ☐Triangle Floater ☐Creeper 

☐Eastern Pondmussel ☐Yellow Lampmussel  ☐Eastern Elliptio  ☐Green Floater 

☐Eastern Floater  ☐Tidewater Mucket  ☐Eastern Lampmussel 

Location Coordinates (if possible) Latitude: Longitude: 

Picture of shell(s) found? ☐Yes    ☐No     If yes, photo file name/number: 

Notes: 
 
 
 

Mussel Specimen #4  

Describe the creek’s depth where specimen was found: 
☐Ankle deep  ☐Knee deep 

☐Above the hips  ☐Stayed out of water 

Where was the specimen found: 
☐Bank (out of water) ☐Sides of creek 

☐Middle of creek 

Describe the creek’s bottom (Check all that apply): 
☐Mud  ☐Silt  ☐Sand  

☐Pebbles ☐Rocks  ☐Boulders 

Describe the specimen found: 
☐LIVE mussel ☐Single shell  

☐Two shells attached at hinge 

Describe the exterior color of the shell (Check all that apply): 
☐Green/Olive  ☐Yellow ☐Tan     

☐Brown  ☐ Red  ☐ Black     

☐Nacre/Pearl exposed 

Describe the shape of the shell: 
☐Elongate ☐Subtrapezoidal 

☐Ovate  ☐Subovate  

☐Broken shell 

What mussel species can the shell possibly be from? (Check all that apply): 
(The mussel field guide can help with identification!) 

☐Brook Floater  ☐Eastern Pearlshell  ☐Triangle Floater ☐Creeper 

☐Eastern Pondmussel ☐Yellow Lampmussel  ☐Eastern Elliptio  ☐Green Floater 

☐Eastern Floater  ☐Tidewater Mucket  ☐Eastern Lampmussel 

Location Coordinates (if possible) Latitude: Longitude: 

Picture of shell(s) found? ☐Yes    ☐No     If yes, photo file name/number: 

Notes: 
 


