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In1996, the Delaware Estuary became one of 28 
rivers and bays in the United States to be part 
of the National Estuary Program, or NEP. The 

NEP was created to protect and enhance “estu-
aries of national significance” for their impor-
tance to the people, environment, and economy 
of the country. Government agencies, indus-
tries, scientists, and environmentalists came 
together with a common purpose: to make the 
Delaware River and Bay the healthiest, most 
productive natural resource of its kind.

In our NEP role, the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary brings together agencies from three 
states (Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania), 
the City of Philadelphia, the Delaware River Basin 
Commission, and the federal government to 
collaborate with local users on actions for clean 
water, strong communities, and healthy fish and 
wildlife habitat. We use NEP funding provided 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to 
leverage state, local, and private resources, mak-
ing federal dollars go many times further than 
they would alone.

In 20 years, the NEP has generated resources 

and technical assistance for hundreds of projects 
to reduce and prevent pollution in our region; 
projects with companies, communities, farmers, 
schools, and homeowners. Together with agency 
efforts, this has reduced contaminants going into 
our rivers, improved oxygen levels and returned 
fish to them, and created new opportunities for 
people to enjoy the outdoors and local sea-
food. Like us, each local NEP demonstrates real 
environmental results through on-the-ground 
restoration and protection. Each NEP reflects 
local environmental and economic priorities and 
engages local communities as partners. We use 
non-regulatory approaches and the best science 
available.

The NEP is making a difference here, and around 
the country. But we still have a long way to go. 
Many of our rivers and bays are still polluted, and 
people continue to flock to the coasts to live, 
work, and play. Rivers don’t stop at state bound-
aries, and everyone needs clean water. We need 
the NEP more than ever. To learn more about 
the NEP and how you can support it, please 
contact us or visit NationalEstuaries.org. ■

Newsletter of the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary: A National Estuary Program

The 
Value 
of the 
NEP
By Jennifer Adkins, 
Executive Director, 
Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary

http://www.NationalEstuaries.org
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Innovating a Living Exhibit

T he Philadelphia 
Water Department  
(PWD) opened 

“The Mussel Hatchery” 
exhibit at its Fairmount 
Water Works (FWW) on 
February 17. This free 
exhibit is combined 
with an aquatic field 
station to provide a 
one-of-a-kind resource 
for the estuary. The 
Partnership for the Del-
aware Estuary (PDE) 
provided technical sup-
port for its attractions, 
ranging from scientific 
displays to a working 
demonstration hatch-
ery. Visit MightyMussel.
com for a preview. A 
press release is also 
available at goo.gl/
G5dwEg. The exhibit hatchery is the first step toward PDE’s vision of a full-scale production hatchery in the 
region. To this end, PDE is working with PWD, The Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University, Bar-
tram’s Garden, and the Independence Seaport Museum. Stay tuned as we hatch new plans in 2017! ■
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Community leaders across 
New Jersey are address-
ing coastal hazards with 

PDE. Thus far the nonprofit’s 
experts have met with locals 
in Cape May Point, Elsinboro 
(pictured), Greenwich, Maurice 
River Township, Middle Town-
ship, and Salem. Together they 
are discussing smart-growth 
solutions affecting beaches, 
dikes, impoundments, runoff, 
sea walls (pictured), wetlands 
and more. The goal is to plan a 
resilient future for infrastructure 
that allows both residents and 
the environment to thrive. Call 
Kaitlin Collins for details at (800) 
445-4935, extension 108. ■

Providing Expertise

http://www.MightyMussel.com
http://www.MightyMussel.com
http://www.goo.gl/G5dwEg
http://www.goo.gl/G5dwEg
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Please welcome Claire Birney, CFRE, PDE’s new director of 
development. Claire previously worked at The Nature Conser-
vancy’s Pennsylvania chapter as its director of philanthropy. She 

now leads a three-person team working to attain the funding PDE 
needs to restore the tidal Delaware River and Bay in Delaware, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Meet Birney and her team at the Walk for 
a Healthy Community on June 3 (see page 6). This event will take 
place just off I-95 at Bellevue State Park in Wilmington, Delaware. 
Until then, you can find her bio online at DelawareEstuary.org/
pde-staff-directory. ■ 
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Staffing News

In Memorium

The Delaware Estuary lost a champion for its cause on 
February 18. Steven Threefoot, Ph.D. of Arden, Delaware 
passed away at the age of 60. Threefoot was a chemical 

engineer at DuPont and was a leader of DuPont’s Clear into 
the Future program. This program increased public access to 
the estuary by constructing two nature centers; one in Milford 
and one in Wilmington, Delaware. He and his colleagues also 
supported educators, researchers, scientists, students, and 
others with more than $2 million in funding for environmental 
work. This generosity extended to PDE with grants for freshwa-
ter mussel research, wetland monitoring, and oyster shell recy-
cling. Read more about Threefoot’s life at goo.gl/60SiUn. ■C

re
di

t: 
C

ou
rte

sy
 o

f t
he

 T
hr

ee
fo

ot
 fa

m
ily

Thirty business leaders joined Senator Chris Coons at 
PDE’s annual breakfast event on March 10. Com-
munity and corporate partners included: Sovereign 

Consulting Inc., Aqua America, Chesapeake Utilities, 
Mott MacDonald, Urban Engineers, 3M, Logan Gen-
erating, Exelon Generation, the City of Millville, New 
Castle County, and Mannington Mills. Together they 
heard details on the National Flood Insurance Program 
presented by Molly Kaput of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency. Discover how we pair corporate volun-
teers with community 
needs at goo.gl/
wfHBlM, or view our 
interactive StoryMap 
at arcg.is/1WiAu3t. ■C
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Partnering with Businesses

http://www.DelawareEstuary.org/pde-staff-directory
http://www.DelawareEstuary.org/pde-staff-directory
http://www.goo.gl/60SiUn
http://www.goo.gl/wfHBlM
http://www.goo.gl/wfHBlM
http://www.arcg.is/1WiAu3t.
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Fighting Wetland Loss

More Than 300 Attend Summit

The Delaware Estu-
ary Science and 
Environmental 

Summit on January 
22-25 attracted more 
than 300 people. The 
Partnership for the Del-
aware Estuary (PDE) 
hosted more than 100 
lectures and 25 poster 
presentations at this 
event in Cape May. A 
wide variety of partners 
participated, as did 
PDE employees. Also 
its science and outreach 
teams gave many pre-
sentations detailing their 
work. You can down-
load all presentations 
free of charge at goo.
gl/q3REwN. One notable example is the poster entitled “A Marsh Futures Case Study”, showing how using 
consistent surveys over time can accurately reveal wetlands’ health. ■ ■

New research has revealed 
that “living shorelines” 
installed in 2014 are more 

than holding ground. These 
restored shorelines allowed 
more than 80% of treated 
marshes to rebuild behind them. 
One restoration site (Mispillion 
Harbor) did not rebuild marsh, 
but it lost one-third less marsh 
than its untreated control site, 
proving that wetland loss can 
be slowed or stopped. Nev-
ertheless, PDE will continue 
monitoring its living shorelines, 
all of which prevent land from 
washing away. The key is local 
plants and shellfish rather than 
hard structures, like bulkheads. 
Visit DelawareEstuary.org/sci-
ence-and-research for details. ■
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http://www.goo.gl/q3REwN
http://www.goo.gl/q3REwN
http://www.DelawareEstuary.org/science-and-research
http://www.DelawareEstuary.org/science-and-research
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Staffing 
News
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PDE has pro-
moted Sandra 
Demberger 

to the position of 
monitoring fellow. 
In this role, she will 
help monitor the health of wetlands, among other projects. Demberger 
joins the nonprofit full time after serving as a part-time science intern for 
almost one year. She recently graduated from the University of Delaware, 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in environmental science. Discover 
how Demberger is launching her career in this field at DelawareEstuary.
org/pde-staff-directory. ■

Rallying for Clean Water

People will show their support for cleaner 
water on June 6, from 10:30 a.m. to noon, on 
Dover, Delaware’s Legislative Mall. PDE will 

be there to discuss the importance of investing in 
scientific research and restoration for clean water. 
Visit CleanWaterDelaware.org/clean-water-rally to 
register now. Not only is this event free, but also it 
includes free t-shirts, food, and another National 
Estuary Program: the Center for the Inland Bays. In 
the meantime, please pledge your support online at 
goo.gl/1Lg3sS, and follow Clean Water Delaware on 
Facebook and Twitter. ■

Taking Out the Trash

Approximately 825 people picked up litter at 
this year’s Christina River Watershed Cleanup 
on April 8. PDE organized 71 of these vol-

unteers. Together they removed more than four 
tons of trash in three hours from the Christina 
River’s estuary. This was the 13-year anniversary 
of PDE’s involvement in Delaware’s largest urban 
river cleanup. It was also our 11th consecutive year 
cleaning up the city’s renowned riverfront. See our 
volunteers in action at goo.gl/XShSyz. Share your 
photos with the hashtag #ChristinaRiverCleanup. 
And find a cleanup that suits your schedule at 
SchuylkillScrub.org. ■

http://www.DelawareEstuary.org/pde-staff-directory
http://www.DelawareEstuary.org/pde-staff-directory
http://www.CleanWaterDelaware.org/clean-water-rally
http://www.goo.gl/1Lg3sS
http://www.goo.gl/XShSyz
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&vertical=default&q=%23ChristinaRiverCleanup&src=typd
http://www.SchuylkillScrub.org
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Delaware Bay Day
June 3 (Times TBA) | Bivalve, NJ
Hundreds of families can’t be wrong. Delaware Bay Day is 
worth the trip to a remote outpost known as the Bayshore 
Center at Bivalve. This dockside festival offers children’s 
games, contests, history exhibits, live music, seafood, a street 
parade, and even sailing cruises. And it’s all capped off by a 
lighted boat parade and fireworks. The Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary is a proud sponsor. Discover the full slate of 
activities at BayshoreCenter.org, or call (856) 785-2060.

Wilmington Earth & Arbor Day Celebration
April 21, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. | Wilmington, DE
Celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day on your lunch break. Visitors to 
Rodney Square will enjoy giveaways, free raffles, and food trucks. 
They’ll also take home a free plant, while supplies last. Dozens of 
exhibitors will be there offering green products, services, and tips. 
The City of Wilmington has joined with its partners to offer this rain-
or-shine event. They include the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 
and Delaware Forest Service. Discover more at DelawareEstuary.org, 
or call (800) 445-4935, 
extension 106.

Philadelphia Science Festival
April 29, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. | Philadelphia, PA
Thousands will “get nerdy” at a carnival during the Philadelphia 
Science Festival. PDE will be among 175 exhibitors just steps from 
the Delaware River. Stop by to meet one of the most imperiled ani-
mals in North America — for free. Please visit PhilaScienceFestival.
org/carnival for details, or call (215) 448-1346.
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Walk for a Healthy 
Community — and PDE!
June 3, from 9 to 11a.m.  
Wilmington, DE
Register for Highmark Delaware’s popular charity 
walk at Bellevue State Park. All the money raised 
will be donated to more than two dozen worthy 
causes, including the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. Please visit goo.gl/J3Orjd to start a team 
today. Elizabeth Horsey is available to answer your 
questions at (800) 445-4935, extension 114.

Credit: Highmark, Inc.

http://www.BayshoreCenter.org
http://www.DelawareEstuary.org
http://www.PhilaScienceFestival.org/carnival
http://www.PhilaScienceFestival.org/carnival
http://www.goo.gl/J3Orjd
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Ag Day
April 28, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Newark, DE | canr.udel.edu/Ag-Day

Furr Fest
April 30, from noon to 5 p.m.
Wilmington, DE | wjbr.com/event/wjbr-furr-fest

White Clay Creek Fest
May 6, from noon to 4 p.m.
Newark, DE | WhiteClay.org/new-events

Young Innovators Fair
June 10-11 (times TBA)
Oaks, PA | YoungInnovatorsFair.com

Whitesbog Blueberry Festival
June 24-25, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Browns Mills, NJ | https://goo.gl/RCstLl

Also Catch Us At:

C L E A N - U P 
C O R N E R

Schuylkill River Trail Cleanups
April 21 at 5 p.m. & 
April 22 at 9 & 10 a.m.
Greater Pottstown, PA | goo.gl/k3NJwf

Petty’s Island Cleanup
May 6 from 8:30 a.m. to noon
Pennsauken, NJ | goo.gl/eo5YVT

Schuylkill Scrub
Ends May 31 (dates and times vary)
Southeast Pennsylvania | SchuylkillScrub.org

28th Annual  
Delaware River Cleanup
July 17-19, from 8 to 11 a.m.
Milford, PA | (800) 356-2852 C
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http://www.canr.udel.edu/Ag-Day
http://www.wjbr.com/event/wjbr-furr-fest
http://www.WhiteClay.org/new-events
http://www.younginnovatorsfair.com
https://goo.gl/RCstLl
http://www.goo.gl/k3NJwf
http://www.goo.gl/eo5YVT
http://www.SchuylkillScrub.org
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Water Quality Advisory 
Committee
John Yagecic, P.E., Manager 
(Interim Chair), Water Quality 
Assessment
Delaware River Basin Commission 
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271 
john.yagecic@drbc.nj.gov

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on 
a regular basis and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:

Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
(Chair) (800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org

Monitoring Advisory &  
Coordination Committee
John Yagecic, P.E., Manager,  
Water Quality Assessment
Delaware River Basin Commission 
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271 
john.yagecic@drbc.nj.gov

Toxics Advisory Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Director, Science 
& Water Quality Management
Delaware River Basin Commission
(609) 477-7253
thomas.fikslin@drbc.nj.gov

Science and Technical  
Advisory Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@DelawareEstuary.org

 MEETINGS CONTACT LIST

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary:  
Connecting people, science, and nature for a healthy Delaware River and Bay
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve 
the tidal Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.
DelawareEstuary.org.

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov
Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov

Pennsylvania
Rhonda Manning 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-4472 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
Email: rmanning@pa.gov

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publications. Estuary 
News is produced four times annually by the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an assistance agreement (CE-99398513-2) with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide 
an open, informative dialogue on issues related to the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent the views of 
the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial products or causes con-
stitute endorsement or recommendation for use. For information about the PDE, 
call 1-800-445-4935.

Delaware
John Kennel 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9255 / Fax: (302) 739-2048 
E-mail: john.kennel@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Kenneth Najjar 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext 256 / Fax: (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: kenneth.najjar@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water 
Kelly Anderson 
Tel: (215) 685-6245 / Fax: (215) 685-6043 
Email: kelly.anderson@phila.gov

Editor
Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

FOLLOW US ON:

at The Waterfall in
Claymont, Delaware  

JOIN US
FOR THE

Experience 
the 
Estuary 
Celebration

Experience the Estuary  
Celebration

Wednesday, October 11, 2017!

Credit: Shaun Bailey of PDE

Save the Date!

mailto:john.yagecic@drbc.nj.gov
mailto:jadkins%40delawareestuary.org?subject=
mailto:john.yagecic@drbc.nj.gov
mailto:mailto:thomas.fikslin%40drbc.nj.gov?subject=
mailto:dkreeger@DelawareEstuary.org
http://www.DelawareEstuary.org.
http://www.DelawareEstuary.org.
jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org
purdy.irene@epa.gov
mackey.megan@epa.gov
rmanning@pa.gov
mailto:john.kennel%40state.de.us?subject=
mailto:jay.springer%40dep.state.nj.us?subject=
mailto:kenneth.najjar%40drbc.state.nj.us?subject=
kelly.anderson@phila.gov

