
Spring is here, and just in time; we’re already back 
out in the field and working on events throughout 
the tri-state region. But not before wrapping up 

some of this winter’s important work, like posting the 
proceedings from the Delaware Estuary Science & 
Environmental Summit online at DelawareEstuary 
.org/Summit.

This spring we have something for just about everyone: 
summit proceedings for the scientists out there, a 
new resource guide for teachers, an art contest for 
students, a new Liveable Lawns program for home-
owners, training for contractors, and stream clean-
ups for volunteers. This issue of Estuary News has 
information on all of these, and more.

In fact, spring is 
the perfect time 
to get out into the 
Delaware Estuary, 
no matter who you 
are. There are more 
outdoor-themed 
festivals and events 
than at any other 
time of year — way 
too many for us to 
feature all of them 
in Estuary News. 
So be sure to like 
us on Facebook 
(Facebook.org/
DelawareEstuary) 
and check our 
website periodically 
(DelawareEstuary 
.org) for updates on 
our activities and 
events around the 
region. ■
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Springing to Action
By Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

www.DelawareEstuary.org/Summit
www.DelawareEstuary.org/Summit
www.Facebook.org/DelawareEstuary
www.Facebook.org/DelawareEstuary
www.DelawareEstuary.org
www.DelawareEstuary.org
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH

C
re

di
t: 

Sh
au

n 
Ba

ile
y 

of
 th

e 
PD

E

C
re

di
t: 

Sa
m

an
th

a 
Po

llin
o 

of
 A

rc
hb

ish
op

 R
ya

n 
H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol

Millions of people benefitted when offi-
cials used tap water that comes from the 
Brandywine River to toast their recommit-

ment to the Delaware Estuary Program on Decem-
ber 5 in Wilmington. Those who signed this sev-
en-year collaboration for clean water represent 
the states of Delaware, New Jersey, and Penn-
sylvania; the Delaware River Basin Commission; 
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary; Philadelphia 
Water Department; and two regions of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. For more info, 
please visit http://goo.gl/sFw6Wa. ■

Homeowners across Delaware are earning 
free plants for their homes and neighborhoods. 
In the process, they are making their lawns more 

organic. It’s all part of the Delaware Livable Lawns 
program, the focus of a new collaboration between 
the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary and DelDOT 
(Delaware Department of Transportation). Those who 
participate will receive a free soil-test kit. And those who 
complete eight easy steps will earn a $50 gift certificate 
for plants native to Delaware. All this helps to prevent 
excess lawn chemicals from polluting waterways. Please 
visit DelawareLiveableLawns.org for details. This includes 
tips and landscapers capable of giving your lawn a 
green makeover. ■

Greening Homes
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Over 1,300 children from 25 institutions learned 
an environmental lesson by entering the 
Green City, Clean Waters Art Contest in February. 

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary is once again 
collaborating with the Philadelphia Water Department 
to promote clean water through art. Together we will 
reward the winners at a ceremony on April 28. We will 
then use their work to create ads and street-art stickers 
teaching people how to keep pollutants out of waterways. 
Students will even get to install their street-art stickers 
beside a storm drain in May. Please visit DelawareEstu-
ary.org/Art-Contest for more info. ■

Connecting With Kids

Forging Partnerships

www.goo.gl/sFw6Wa
www.delawarelivablelawns.org
http://DelawareEstuary.org/Art-Contest
http://DelawareEstuary.org/Art-Contest
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In March, New Jersey Bayshore residents and deci-
sion-makers demonstrated their commitment to disaster 
recovery and the Cumberland County Recovery Plan. Mem-

bers of the Bayshore Communities Recovery Committee, led by 
the Bayshore Center at Bivalve, hosted a meeting in Vineland, 
New Jersey highlighting a year of progress. The Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary unveiled a new addition to the plan that 
describes how marshes can be used as “green infrastructure” 
to help protect community assets.  Attendees included Senator 
Jeff Van Drew, Assemblyman Bob Andrzejczak, and Freeholder 
Director, Joseph Derella. Over the last year, the committee has 
acted on 21 projects, many involving environmental resto-
ration, ecotourism, and investments in clean water. Of the $172 
million of work described in the plan, about $3 million has been spent to date. ■
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Helping Teachers

Aiding Disaster Recovery 

Promoting Clean Water

Teachers now have better access to water-re-
lated programs and materials thanks to the latest 
Delaware Estuary Water Education Resource 

Guide. The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary col-
laborated with the Philadelphia Water Department 
to revise this publication over the winter. It lists almost 
100 institutions throughout the Delaware Valley, all of 
them willing to help educators with environmen-
tal science. Log on to DelawareEstuary.org to 
download your copy today. Callers can also obtain a 
limited number of print copies by dialing (800) 445-
4935, extension 112. ■

Polling recently conducted for the Delaware Nature Society indi-
cates Delawareans want clean water and most are willing 
to pay for it. This telephone poll conducted by OpinionWorks in 

December found that an overwhelming majority of Delaware res-
idents are concerned about clean water and believe the problem 
can be solved, and that most would support a reasonable fee to solve 
it. Top among their concerns are removing toxins and protecting and 
improving drinking water. To raise awareness about the importance of 
clean water and investing in it, the Delaware Nature Society is lead-
ing a Clean Water outreach campaign in collaboration with the 
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, the Center for the Inland Bays, 
and others. Look for the Clean Water logo at events in Delaware this 
spring. And visit CleanWaterDelaware.org for more information. ■

http://DelawareEstuary.org
www.CleanWaterDelaware.org
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Over 20 contractors gained an edge on their 
competitors at a workshop hosted by the Cen-
ter for the Inland Bays and DNREC on Febru-

ary 25-26 in Lewes, Delaware. Together they learned 
the advantages of restoring shorelines and riverbanks 
using natural products and local shellfish, including 
techniques developed and presented by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary. This innovation is called a 
“living shoreline,” and a growing body of research is 
clear: when designed correctly, these can outperform 
concrete, riprap, and other traditional hard structures by 
providing habitats for fish, waterfowl and more, in addi-
tion to stabilizing shorelines. One attendee commented 
that the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s presentation was the “Most practical, probably most relevant to what I’ll 
be doing.”  We are now planning for a living shoreline workshop in New Jersey this June. Please call (800) 445-4935, 
extension 103, for information. ■

Residents in Gandy’s Beach and Money Island, New 
Jersey will soon enjoy an added layer of protection from 
storms like Hurricane Sandy. That’s because the Partner-

ship for the Delaware Estuary is collaborating with The 
Nature Conservancy to undertake its biggest bayshore resto-
ration yet. Work on this “living shoreline” and its shallow reefs 
will commence this summer. For now, scientists are focused on 
perfecting their plans, buying all-natural materials, and hiring 
contractors. ■

Credit: Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control
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About 250 scientists, managers, and 
outreach specialists met and networked on 
January 25-28 in Cape May.  All were 

there to attend the Delaware Estuary Science & 
Environmental Summit. This event, hosted by 
the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, featured 
three concurrent tracks for the very first time. This 
allowed for more panel discussions and mini-
workshops. Another highlight came when Dr. Sue 
Kilham accepted the Jonathan Sharp Delaware 
Estuary Lifetime Achievement Award. Dr. Kilham 
is the sixth recipient to receive this prestigious 
award. The event’s proceedings are available at 
DelawareEstuary.org/Summit, along with other 
information on the program and sponsors. ■

Teaching Others the Trade

Bolstering the Bayshore

Gathering Experts

www.delawareestuary.org/summit
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A committee of 16 environmental 
scientists and managers met for the 
first time in January to make a plan for 

revising the Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan (CCMP) for the Delaware 
Estuary. The CCMP was created in 1996, 
when the Delaware Estuary was accepted 
into the National Estuary Program. It guides 
the actions of dozens of partners working to 
protect and enhance the Delaware River and 
Bay, including the region’s major environmen-
tal agencies. The Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary will lead efforts to revise the CCMP 
over the next two to three years in collabo-
ration with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and others on its Steering Committee 
(the eight agencies listed on the top of page 
2). For more information about the CCMP, 
see DelawareEstuary.org/Plan. ■

Braving the Elements

C
re

di
t: 

Dr
. D

an
ie

lle
 K

re
eg

er
 o

f t
he

 P
DE

In it for the Long Haul

Thousands of visitors to 
the DuPont Nature Center 
in Milford, Delaware will 

see the Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary’s work during 
this spring’s shorebird migration. 
This is where we are collabo-
rating with DNREC to install 
a new type of living shoreline. 
Last winter our scientists vis-
ited the site to make sure it was 
faring well, despite heavy snow 
and ice. This was also the case 
for similar projects in Lewes, 
Delaware and both Matts 
Landing and Money Island, 
New Jersey. Scientists then 
planted Milford’s living shore-
line with vegetation in March 
and April. Support for this 
work comes from DNREC, the 
Delaware Water Infrastructure 
Advisory Council, and the 
Welfare Foundation. ■

www.DelawareEstuary.org/Plan
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Christina River Watershed Cleanup
April 18, from 8 a.m. to noon
New Castle County, DE
Join an army of volunteers collecting riverside litter. Visit 
ChristinaRiverCleanup.org to sign up for a stream near you. 
These include the Christina River, Delaware River, Naamans 
Creek, Red Clay Creek, and White Clay Creek. Among 
these is the “Riverfront Wilmington” site, which the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary is managing. Those who register 
will help preserve New Castle County’s clean water, plentiful 
fish, and healthy wildlife. Again, that’s ChristinaRiverCleanup 
.org, or call (302) 838-1897.
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Ag Day
April 25, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Newark, DE
Have fun down on the farm at the 
University of Delaware’s free Ag Day. 
This year’s theme is Farm to Table. 
Attractions will include hayrides, live-
stock, music, plant sales and — you 
guessed it — good eating; all of it made 
possible by local farmers and clean 
water. Stop by the Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary’s table to see how 
you can get $50 worth of free plants for 
your yard. Please visit canr.udel 
.edu/ag-day or call (302) 831-2501 
for details.

Featured on ecoDelaware.com
Wilmington Earth Day Celebration
April 22, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wilmington, DE
Celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day in Rodney Square 
during your lunch break. Visitors will enjoy giveaways, 
free raffle items, and free native plants, while supplies 
last. They can also look over hybrid bicycles and 
fuel-efficient cars. Dozens of exhibitors will be there 
offering green products and services, including — get 
this — hybrid bicycles. Kids, meanwhile, will enjoy 
tree-themed activities in both Rodney Square and the 
Wilmington Public Library. This rain-or-shine festival is 
sponsored by the City of Wilmington, Delaware Center 
for Horticulture, and the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. Discover more at DelawareEstuary.org, or call 
(800) 445-4935, extension 106.

ChristinaRiverCleanup.org
www.ChristinaRiverCleanup.org
www.ChristinaRiverCleanup.org
www.canr.udel.edu/ag-day
www.ecodelaware.com
www.DelawareEstuary.org
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Creek Fest
May 2, from noon to 4 p.m. | Newark, DE
Goodbye, April showers. Hello, May flowers!  It’s 
time to celebrate spring at White Clay Creek State 
Park’s Carpenter Recreation Area. Families at Creek 
Fest will enjoy animals, food vendors, live music, 
and kids activities. Why all the hubbub?  It’s all to 
celebrate the natural wonders of White Clay Creek, 
Delaware’s only National Wild and Scenic River. And 
you can help protect it by visiting the Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary’s table. This event is free, but 
park entrance fees will be in effect. Visit WhiteClay 
.org for info.

Featured on ecoDelaware.com

ESTUARY EVENTS

Philadelphia Science Festival
April 24 to May 2 | Philadelphia, PA
Thousands will explore their inner scientist during the 
Philadelphia Science Festival, now in its fifth year. This 
will include 175 exhibitors outside the Franklin Institute 
on Saturday, May 2. The Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary will be among them. Stop by to meet one of 
the most imperiled animals in North America — for 
free. Please visit PhilaScienceFestival.org/Carnival for 
details, or call (215) 448-1346.
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Schuylkill Scrub
Ends May 31 | Southeast PA
More than 1,000 communities will 
benefit from this year’s Schuylkill Scrub. 
This three-month cleanup initiative 
takes place in Pennsylvania’s Schuylkill 
Valley. That’s where 50,000 volun-
teers remove over 1,000 tons of 
litter annually. All this is made possible 
thanks to collaboration between 
Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful and the 
Schuylkill Action Network, the latter of 
which is coordinated by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary. Learn more 
about the Schuylkill Scrub online at 
SchuylkillScrub.org, or call (800) 445-
4935, extension 121.

www.WhiteClay.org
www.WhiteClay.org
www.ecodelaware.com
www.philasciencefestival.org/carnival
www.SchuylkillScrub.org
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Partnership for the Delaware Estuary: a National Estuary Program
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal 
Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov
Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov

Pennsylvania
Andrew Zemba 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-4785 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
E-mail: azemba@state.pa.us

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publica-
tions. Estuary News is produced four times annually by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an assistance agreement 
(CE-993985-12-2) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an open, informa-
tive dialogue on issues related to the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent 
the views of the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial 
products or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
For information about the PDE, call 1-800-445-4935.

Delaware
John Kennel 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9255 ext.109 / Fax: (302) 739-7864 
E-mail: john.kennel@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Kenneth Najjar 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext 256 / Fax: (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: kenneth.najjar@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water Department
Amy Liu 
Tel: (215) 685-6071 / Fax: (215) 685-6043 
E-mail: amy.liu@phila.gov 

Editor
Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Water Quality Advisory 
Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

 MEETINGS CONTACT LIST

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on a regular basis 
and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:
Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director (Chair) 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Monitoring Advisory Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

Toxics Advisory Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Fish Consumption Advisory Team
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Science and Technical Advisory 
Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@delawareestuary.org

Delaware Estuary Education 
Network
Lisa Wool, Program Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 105 
lwool@delawareestuary.org

FOLLOW US ON
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Delaware Bay Day
June 6, from noon to 9:30 p.m. | Bivalve, NJ
Hundreds of families can’t be wrong. Delaware 
Bay Day is worth the trip to a remote outpost 
called the Bayshore Center at Bivalve. This dock-
side festival offers children’s games, contests, live 
music, seafood, a street parade, and even sail-
ing cruises. And it’s all capped off by a lighted 
boat parade and fireworks. The Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary is a proud sponsor. And its 
Science Director, Dr. Danielle Kreeger (pictured) 
will be there to defend her title of amateur state 
oyster-shucking champion. Discover the full slate 
of activities at BayshoreCenter.org, or call (856) 
785-2060.
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