
“Spring forward, fall 
back” may be the 
saying, but things 

are definitely moving for-
ward this fall around the 
Delaware Estuary. Beautiful 
weather, exciting events, 
and fall fieldwork make 
this one of the best times 
of year to experience the 
estuary. For each of the 
events highlighted here in 
Estuary News, I bet there 
are at least two or three 
more that we don’t know 
about (or just can’t fit).

This issue also looks back 
at some major accomplish-
ments of the summer, from 
cleaning up islands in the 
Delaware River (pictured) 
to restoring wetlands and 
shorelines, and training 
teachers and contractors. 
Celebrating successes like 
these is an important part of planning for the future, 
which we’re about to do in a very big way. In 2016, 
we’ll start a two-year effort to revise the Comprehensive 
Conservation and Management Plan for the Delaware 
Estuary (the CCMP) — the plan created in 1996 to 
guide collective efforts for protecting and enhancing 

the Delaware Estuary. To make this successful, we’ll be 
looking for ways to get input from as many of our part-
ners and supporters as possible.

We invite you to celebrate these successes with us, 
and to help us envision and create a bright future for 
the Delaware Estuary — this amazing place we all call 
home! ■
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Fall Forward
By Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
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More than 330 people gathered to celebrate 
the Delaware Estuary on October 15 at Auletto 
Caterers in Deptford, New Jersey. The Experi-

ence the Estuary Celebration featured local craft beer 
from Flying Fish Brewing Company and freshly shucked 
Delaware Bay oysters from Bivalve Packing Company 
and Sweet Amalia Oyster Farm. This incredible evening 
of networking with business, government, and nonprofit 
leaders and our supporters was complemented by dinner, 
live music, silent and live auctions, and the chance to vote 
on the People’s Choice Award for the Every Stream Mat-
ters Photo Contest. Check out celebration photos and the 
sponsor list at DelawareEstuary.org/Celebration. Please call Debbie Heaton at (800) 445-4935, extension 120, to find 
out how you can get involved in the 2016 celebration for our 20th anniversary! ■

Thousands more people will keep the 
environment clean thanks to street art 
installed last summer by the Partnership 

for the Delaware Estuary. We transformed four 
award-winning drawings into 12 temporary stick-
ers. Each won first place in the Green Cities, 
Clean Waters Art Contest sponsored by Phila-
delphia Water. They are located near museums, 
parks, and other destinations across the city. 
Please visit DelawareEstuary.org/Art-Contest for 
details, photos, and a new call for entries later 
this fall. ■

Creative Solutions 
for Clean Water
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Over 950 people enjoyed the Delaware River 
at Pennsylvania Coast Day on September 12 in 
Philadelphia. Visitors embarked on the Patriot, 

RiverLink Ferry, kayaks, pedal boats, and a shuttle to 
the Fairmount Water Works, at no cost. The Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary worked with the Pennsylvania 
Coastal Resources Management Program, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, Philadelphia Water, 
Delaware River Waterfront Corporation, Fairmount Water 
Works, and the Independence Seaport Museum to hold 
this fun and educational event. Please visit Delaware 
Estuary.org/Coast-Day for info and photos. ■

Getting Families 
on the River

Celebrating the Estuary

http://DelawareEstuary.org/Celebration
http://delawareestuary.org/Art-Contest
http://DelawareEstuary.org/Coast-Day
http://DelawareEstuary.org/Coast-Day
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Twenty-four teenagers from Camden and Wilmington explored green 
jobs thanks to a collaborative program last summer. One of their many 
outings involved searching the Brandywine Creek for freshwater mussels 

with the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary. Training included showing the 
teens how to find mussels and explaining why experts do this: to catalog what 
is left of these water-cleansing shellfish. Read one journalist’s account online at 
DelawareCurrents.org/Brandywine.html. To learn more about the green jobs 
program or volunteer mussel surveying opportunities, contact Lisa Wool at 
(800) 445-4935, extension 105. ■

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Two dozen educators are now teaching what they 
learned in August at the Delaware Estuary Teacher Work-
shops. The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary held four 

workshops in collaboration with partners in three states. In 
Pennsylvania this included The Schuylkill Center for Environmen-
tal Education, Fairmount Water Works, and the City of Philadel-
phia Mural Arts Program. In New Jersey the Bayshore Center 
at Bivalve and Haskin Shellfish Research Laboratory (pictured) 
joined the fun. And the 
Delaware Nature Society 
played a vital role in the 
First State. ■
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Mentoring 
Teens

Taking Teachers 
Outdoors 

Adapting for Climate Change

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 
collaborated with the Urban Waters Fed-
eral Partnership to host a Climate Outreach 

Roundtable on July 24 in Philadelphia. Saleem 
Chapman, director of environmental justice at the 
Clean Air Council, spoke about race and justice 
as related to adapting to climate change. Over 
two dozen professionals listened, learned, 
and shared their work in Delaware, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania. Those present included Penn-
sylvania Sea Grant, the U.S. Forest Service’s Phil-
adelphia Field Station, Climate & Urban Systems 
Partnership: Philadelphia, Delaware County Plan-
ning Department, and many more. Please contact 
Sari Rothrock at (800) 445-4935, extension 108, 
to get involved. ■
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http://www.delawarecurrents.org/brandywine.html
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Almost 240 people — including our staff — ended 
their summer by ridding the Delaware River of 
nearly 33,000 pounds of trash. The Partnership 

for the Delaware Estuary worked with Living Lands and 
Waters to promote a series of cleanups and storm drain 
marking activities aimed at keeping trash out of water-
ways. Check out the photos on Facebook at  
http://ow.ly/SxjI2. To learn more about volunteer 
opportunities like this, as they arise, visit Delaware 
Estuary.org/Volunteer. ■

People in southern Delaware may soon enjoy cleaner creeks 
and streams thanks to freshwater mussels. In June, scientists 
collected dozens of these shellfish from a plentiful source. They 

then transplanted these into Prime Hook Creek and the St. Jones 
River, both of which are streams where they once lived but no 
longer do. Before moving them, they also fitted each with an elec-
tronic tag to help us track them in the future. This will help us learn 
which of these streams can once again support these water-clean-
ing shellfish. To learn more about the Freshwater Mussel Recovery 
Program visit DelawareEstuary.org/Freshwater-Mussels. ■

Credit: Shaun Bailey of the PDE
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Ridding the River of Trash

Moving Our Mussels

Breathing Life into Shorelines

Fish and wildlife benefit from five shorelines 
restored by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 
at locations around the Delaware Bay. Four of these 

“living shorelines” were created in 2014 and planted 
earlier this year. In June, they were used as part of a 
training program to show contractors their potential 
compared to sea walls, riprap, and other manmade 

structures. Delaware sites include the DuPont Nature 
Center, Lewes Little League ball fields, and Indian River 
Marina. New Jersey sites include Matt’s Landing and 
Money Island. Please visit DelawareEstuary.org/ 
Living_Shorelines for more information, including a map 
of sites. ■

BEFORE AFTER

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10153269326411461.1073741882.21448421460&type=3
http://delawareestuary.org/Volunteer
http://delawareestuary.org/Volunteer
http://delawareestuary.org/Freshwater-Mussels
http://delawareestuary.org/Living_Shorelines
http://delawareestuary.org/Living_Shorelines
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RESEARCH & RESTORATION
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Bellevue State Park will have a 
healthier future thanks to volun-
teers from Atlantic City Electric 

and Delmarva Power. Together with 
the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary they planted over 60 trees 
and shrubs near the park’s two 
ponds in May. These now absorb 
and filter runoff flowing to these 
waters, which are popular among 
Delaware anglers. This collabora-
tion is a product of the Corporate 
& Community Environmental 
Stewardship Program (CESP). 
Learn more about the CESP at  
DelawareEstuary.org/Corporations, or contact Debbie Heaton at (800) 445-4935, extension 120, about member-
ship for your company or community. ■

Working Hard for Wetlands
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Partnering 
with 
Businesses

Scientists tracked 
wetland health at 
dozens of remote sites 

last summer. These include 
more than nine marshes in 
three states, like spots near 
Delaware’s Smyrna River 
and Cedar Swamp or New 
Jersey’s Supawna Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
This helps us track the welfare 
of wetlands, which the region 
is losing at a rate of one acre 
per day. Scientists document 
plant life, collect and analyze 
samples, assess erosion, mea-
sure whether or not marshes 
are keeping pace with sea 
level rise, and more. Please 
visit DelawareEstuary.org/
Wetlands for details. ■

http://delawareestuary.org/corporations
http://delawareestuary.org/Wetlands
http://delawareestuary.org/Wetlands
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Oyster  
Happy Hour
November 2,  
from 5 to 7 p.m.
Philadelphia, PA
The Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary is host-
ing happy hour at the 
Oyster House on Sansom 
Street. Join us and doz-
ens of seafood lovers for 
this fun networking event. 
Those who do will get 
the inside scoop on our 
new oyster shell recy-
cling program. For details 
please visit ow.ly/SCCyo 
or call (800) 445-4935, 
extension 114. But hurry! 
Registration ends Thursday, 
October 29.

ESTUARY EVENTS
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Photo Exhibit
November 2 to 
December 14
Greenville, DE
The leaves may be down, 
but there’s still outdoor 
beauty to behold. See 
why at our photography 
exhibit on display at the 
Delaware Museum of 
Natural History. The exhibit 
will showcase the win-
ners of our Every Stream 
Matters Photo Contest. 
Can’t wait? Preview them 
now on Facebook by visit-
ing http://ow.ly/SR75W. 
And once there, please join 
us in congratulating all 12 
winners. Better yet, share 
your own with the hashtag 
#EstuaryPics.
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/happy-hour-at-the-oyster-house-tickets-18672233152
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.890486641030532.1073741838.127448050667732&type=3
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p Schuylkill River Checkup
November 13, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Reading, PA
Discover what locals are doing to improve the 
Schuylkill River, namesake of USA Today’s Best Urban 
Trail, the Schuylkill River Trail. Those who come will 
discover how cleaner water is attracting more anglers, 
paddlers, and businesses reliant on water. Visit the Schuylkill 
Action Network online at SchuylkillWaters.org for details. 
You can also call the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, a 
founding member of the SAN, at (800) 445-4935, extension 
121.
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kLove Your Park | November 14 | Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphians will show their brotherly love when they spruce 
up their shared open space this fall. Please join them by visiting 
http://ow.ly/TpdqU to choose from over 100 parks in need 
of volunteers. We recommend those bordering the Delaware 
River, Schuylkill River, and other waterways. Volunteering there 
will prevent litter from flowing downstream and polluting the 
Delaware River Estuary.

q E-A-G-L-E-S — Eagles!
November 7, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. | Smyrna, DE
Come face to beak with a real conservation suc-
cess: the American bald eagle. The Friends of 
Bombay Hook and Maryland State Parks will host 
this display and lecture. And it won’t cost you a 

cent unless you depart 
the Visitor’s Center onto 
Wildlife Drive ($4 per 
car). Please visit fws.gov/
refuge/Bombay_Hook 
for details, or call (302) 
653-9345. And be sure 
to come early if you’d like 
to join others exploring the 
Bluebird Box Trail. 
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Autumn Marsh Walk
November 7, from 9 a.m. to noon
Maurice River Township, NJ
Watch for birds and other wildlife as you hike 
through a salt marsh near Thompson’s Beach 
on the Delaware Bay. A guide from The Nature 
Conservancy’s New Jersey chapter will join you 
every step of the way, so bring your questions 
and your binoculars. Please contact Adrianna 
Zito-Livingston to register at azito- 
livingston@tnc.org or (609) 861-4136.
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http://schuylkillwaters.org/
http://ow.ly/TpdqU
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bombay_Hook/
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bombay_Hook/
mailto:azito-livingston@tnc.org
mailto:azito-livingston@tnc.org
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Partnership for the Delaware Estuary: a National Estuary Program
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal 
Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov
Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov
Pennsylvania
Andrew Zemba 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-4785 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
E-mail: azemba@state.pa.us

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publica-
tions. Estuary News is produced four times annually by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an assistance agreement 
(CE-993985-12-2) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an open, informa-
tive dialogue on issues related to the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent 
the views of the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial 
products or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
For information about the PDE, call 1-800-445-4935.

Delaware
John Kennel 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9255 ext.109 / Fax: (302) 739-7864 
E-mail: john.kennel@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Kenneth Najjar 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext 256 / Fax: (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: kenneth.najjar@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water Department
Amy Liu 
Tel: (215) 685-6071 / Fax: (215) 685-6043 
E-mail: amy.liu@phila.gov 

Editor
Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Water Quality Advisory 
Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

 MEETINGS CONTACT LIST

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on a regular basis 
and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:
Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director (Chair) 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Monitoring Advisory Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

Toxics Advisory Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Fish Consumption Advisory Team
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Science and Technical Advisory 
Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@delawareestuary.org

Delaware Estuary Education 
Network
Lisa Wool, Program Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 105 
lwool@delawareestuary.org

FOLLOW US ON

The Delaware General Assembly created a Clean Water and Flood 
Abatement Task Force in June. It is charged with identifying and recommend-
ing potential funds to prevent water pollution and flooding in Delaware. 
Senator Bryan Townsend and Representative Michael Mulrooney will chair 
the task force at the meetings below. Each is open to the public and includes 
a public comment period. The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary invites all 
Delawareans to participate. Visit CleanWaterDelaware.org for info, or like this 
cause on Facebook for updates. ■

Clean Water Think Tank

November 3, from 1 to 3 p.m. | Sussex County Association of REALTORS® in Georgetown
November 19, from 2 to 4 p.m. | Legislative Hall’s House Hearing Room in Dover
December 17, from 10 a.m. to noon | Buena Vista Conference Center’s Buck Library in New Castle

www.DelawareEstuary.org
mailto:jadkins@delawareestuary.org
mailto:purdy.irene@epa.gov
mailto:mackey.megan@epa.gov
mailto:azemba@state.pa.us
mailto:john.kennel@state.de.us
mailto:jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us
mailto:kenneth.najjar@drbc.state.nj.us
mailto:amy.liu@phila.gov
mailto:john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us
mailto:jadkins@delawareestuary.org
mailto:john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us
mailto:thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us
mailto:thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us
mailto:dkreeger@delawareestuary.org
mailto:lwool@delawareestuary.org
http://CleanWaterDelaware.org

